
THE NEWEST PUBLIC
\ SCHOOL.

By Frederic J. Haskin.

KANSAS CITY. Mo., September 29..
Every now and then somebody writes a

book on "Great Men Who Never Went
to School." There are plenty of such
great ones.

An important subdivision of the fam-»
ily are the great men who couldn't gro
to school, not on account of lack of'
means, but because they couldn't pet
along with the school system. A volumeeven more interesting than any

f of the published ones might be written
by some omniscient commentator on

the men who might have been great i;
if they had been able to go to school.
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weakness of our public schools lie in
the same point.their standardization.
They are schools for the average child,

a finely figured down to meet the needs
of the average child, and that makes
it possible for them to give the average
child the best free education he ever

got in the world's history.
That is their strength. When they

come up against the unusual child they
. show their weakness.

The unusual child doesn't fit into the'
scheme of things. He remains as a
friction point, causing lost energy and
heat on the part of teacher and parent
until he and the system often part companyon terms of hostility.

*

* *

Here in Kansas City they have just
opened a new public school that is dedicatedespecially to

This School for the cauEe of the "nTT, usual boy. It takesUnusual Pupil. ^0yS who can't get
along with the ordinary public school j
system. It doesn't make any difference
if they are young geniuses or only
unusually obstreperous. Their trouble
may be anything from building artistic
temperament to congenital dislike of
authority.

If they fail to fit into the scheme of
things as drawn up for the usual child
they can come to the new Broadway
School. They will get a schooling if it
is humanely possible to give them one.
and probably enjoy the process. The
new school is an interesting exhibit.
Miss Henrietta Campbell, moving spiritin the new departure and an enthusiast in

the cause, has a long record of service in
the schools of Kansas City. It was largely-onthe strength of that record that her
ideas were hearkened to and blossomed '

forth in concrete form. She is a specialiston the problem of the unusual child.
She is troubled by the boy who leaves
school in the middle of his grammar
course just when he ought to be getting
uncreated.
She was one of those chiefly instrumentalin starting the local manual trainingand trade school, in an attempt to

hold that boy, but the trade school
flourished so exceedingly that it wanderedaway from its original purpose.It has grown into a big department of
the public schools now, where the boys
who want to learn trades instead of going
to college build two-storv brick houses as
part of their course, and the unusual
child is about where he was before.
So Miss Campbell went before the

school board and seeing what she had 1
done they gave her the new school to
carry out her ideas. In this school an
attempt will be made to hold and educate ]the boys who. would otherwise drop out of
public school on what the divorce courts *
call grounds of mutual incompatibility. j ]The school is an Integra.1 part of the
public school system. No one is com- l
pelled to attend it, if he or his parents
prefer to have him attend the local ward j;
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school Any boy who can't get along
elsewhere is welcome.

*
* *

Outwardly, the school resembles almost
anything rather than the public institutionof learning

Schoolhouse, Too. wc attended ln

rr . tt . r. . . our youth. The
Not Usual School, founders were

particularly desirous of getting a good
environment Some of them had seen the

success of kindred experiments jeopardizedby putting the school in the wrong

place.
So they invaded one of the exclusive

residence districts, where the streets are

quiet and overarched with big trees, and

the houses stand back from the pave-
ment and regard the world askance. They
found one of those big brick houses with

white pillared porches that the west seem

to have evolved as a residence type.
It had started life as a residence, and

subsequently had been turned into a

church. Now it is a school, though there
is still a pipe organ in the gymnasium.
Naturally the neighborhood at first

regarded the new* school a little doubtfully.It was known to have been
started for boys who didn't get along
elsewhere, and its presence appeared
somewhat in the light of an invasion.
But "the boys were carefully posted

on this state of affairs, and asked to
vindicate the fair name of their new
alma mater. Mischief would lead to
complaints, and complaints might lead
to removal. As a result of this appealto reason, the conduct of the
new school as a body has so far been
worthy of a young ladies' seminary.
After the neighborhood had watched

for a week,' an emissary came In the
shape of an old gentleman who lived
next door. He admitted the initial
suspicions of nearby residents, but
now. he said:
"We are convinced that you will be

a success. If you need any help, call
on us."
So much for what the stimulation of

school spirit among the boys may do.
The first step they take here is to
try to make the boys like the school,
and to take pride in it. The attendance
is still small enough to make a clan
spirit possible.
All the boys who attend have picked

out the school in preference to the
regular one on their own initiative,
or on that of their parents. There
are about thirty of them so far, and
practically every one of them is a boy
who would have sooner or later
dropped out of the public schools becausehe couldn't get along in them.

*
* *

Here they study the individual. They
do what it is impossible to do in a

big machine such

Study Is Made as the ordinary
r t j- -j i puDiic scnooi nas to

of Individual. be. This if5 a 8peCiai
school for special cases. There are
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boys of all types represented. The unusuallybright boy is just as hard for
the big school to handle as the unusuallystupid or the unusually mischievousboy.
Miss Campbell tells of one boy that

she taught a good many years ago,
who has since become one of the lead-,
ing professional men in a neighboring
big city. That boy was continually in
trouble, much of it serious. He was!
even up before the court.
His trouble was that he was too

bright. He could finish his lessons in
half the time allotted, and spend the
other half doing things better left undone.He could play truant two or
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three days running and still keep up
with the class, and he knew It.
He probably had a certain contempt

for tihe school program, and those who
had td labor over It. As a result his
school days were one continual turmoil.
In the Broadway School they will

keep a boy busy If he has the brain
of a Webster. They study each case
and give It as much to do as necessary.
The school Is not divided Into grades,

but into groups. That gives a loopholeand a renewed self-respject to the
boy who is low for his age and size,
and who often quits because he is
ashamed to be classed with the little
boys. It also gi.ves a chance for the
boy whose abilities are scattering-.not
n ro ra 1 rno anH nftan nna nf iinilRiml
r
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ability along certain lines.
The big public school takes a crosssectionof a dozen subjects and offers

it as a year's work. Such a crosssectioncontains a part of each subject
that is as difficult in its way as the
parts of afl the other subjects.
The boy who can master one can

master all. That is the theory, and it
works with the average child. It
doesn't work in certain cases.
They have boys in the Broadway

School who can't spell. They may never
learn to spell. That weakness held
them down in grade, kept them from
promotion. They couldn't "pass" in
spelling.
Yet one of them is a fine arithmetician.a branch calling for a higher

type of brain than spelling. He may
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grow up unable to spell words of six I
letters, but that is really no reason for
holding him back in other branches. If
he has capacity he can pet somebody to
do his spelling: for him for Sis a week.
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To give any comprehensive idea of'
the various types that a school like the

Broadway will

Boys All Different naturally Ret

and of Varied Type, t^r'^ean
giving a sketch of every one of the
thirty boys, and then the next thirty
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probably will be. That is what is the
matter with these boys, or what they
ire blessed with. They are different
The theory of the school consists in

Individual attention ami continual supervision.Each boy wi)i set the work
he needs, even if that means a combinationof first-grade arithmetic with
»eventh-grade geography.
The supervision is a tribute tjo thei

fact that not all of them are here on»
icoount of unusual mentality. Some of
'hem have been unable to get along
>n accpunt of a genius for getting iiU«
trouble.
The motto of the school is "A chance

For every boy," and the record of the
newcomer is not even investigated. He
rets a chance to make a new one.
As an experiment, the school is interestii.
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Ing and slKniflcMt. It Is a public school
doing what many private school* do, but
it combines the a-'.vantages ol both systems.The public schoo! may tend, too
much toward the machine occasionally,but there is a five disciplin" for anybodyin being pan of a machine.
There is a certain impersonality and

ruthlessness, about the inws of a bigpublic school system that give the child
a foretasto of .lie laws of the World.
Even for -the ont-or-the-ordinarv boywhose parent* can afford to send him to
a px-waTo school, such a school as theBroadtv^v world seem to h*» a good,thing. And wlu-n tge family can't afforda private school.well, the state
owes an education to the unusual :ndividuatjust as much as to the average.»
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